
A guide to leaving a
Gift in Your Will

Your gift towards freedom



It doesn’t matter if it is type 1 or type 2 
diabetes, everyone has to manage their 
condition on a daily basis to stay well and 
help avoid complications such as heart, eye, 
and kidney disease. 

My name is Kylie and I am one of the team of 
Diabetes WA Educators. Everyday I provide 
specialised advice and education to people 
with diabetes, building their confidence to 
manage their condition effectively.

I have worked as a Diabetes Educator for 
11 years and I know the difference I make 
is made possible with the help of our valued 
supporters. Bequests are an important 
income source for us and without them, we 
would be unable to reach out to the West 
Australian diabetes community. 

The decision to leave a gift to charity can 
be difficult and I encourage you to consider 
family and loved ones first. However, you 
can be confident that a gift to a charity will 
positively impact many people and can be 
your lasting legacy to the world. 

If you are thinking about leaving a bequest 
to Diabetes WA, I hope this book will explain 
how important our work is and why we must 

continue to support people 
with diabetes, or at risk of 
diabetes, both now and into 
the future. 

On behalf of all of us 
at Diabetes WA thank 
you for considering our 
organisation. Together we 
can make difference to West 
Australians impacted by 
diabetes. 

Kylie Mahoney 
Credentialled Diabetes Educator 
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Diabetes is a complex, lifelong 
condition - A diagnosis can 
shorten your life expectancy 
by up to 15 years

“Together we 
can make 
difference to 
West Australians 
impacted by 
diabetes”



Why our work is so 
important
Diabetes WA vision is 
Freedom from Diabetes. 

We were founded in 1965 as a support 
network for parents of children with diabetes. 
Over the past 50 years we have grown in 
numbers and seen many changes in the 
management of the disease, advances in 
research and a huge increase in the number 
of people diagnosed. 

We understand the difficulties faced by those 
living with, affected by and at risk of diabetes 
and our core program work is to break down 
as many of these challenges as possible.

Resources at Diabetes WA are limited and 
with diabetes predicted to be the largest 
chronic disease in the world by 2023, we 
will struggle to cope with an ever increasing 
number of people who need information and 
support. 

By choosing to gift a bequest to Diabetes 
WA you will contribute essential funds to 
enable our organisation to reach out to those 
who are diagnosed with the condition. 

Fours ways to contribute 
to a future free from 
diabetes 
We recognise that people choose to support 
our work for different reasons. To assist in 
making such a decision, we have nominated 
four key areas that you can allocate your 
bequest to: 

Research Fund 
This fund supports a wide range of research 
from clinical, through to social research. This 
fund allows us to invest in ground breaking 
research that improves diabetes management, 
treatment and prevention. 

Education Fund
This fund allows us to continue and expand our 
programs and employ more specialised staff 
to deliver information and services throughout 
Western Australia. We also use this fund to 
continue our important work of speaking out 
(advocating) for people with the diabetes.

Children & Young Adult Fund
Being diagnosed with diabetes as a child or 
a young adult requires special attention and 
care. Diabetes not only affects the child or 
young person but also their families, friends and 
lifestyle. Our children and young adult programs 
and activities provide much needed support, 
education and friendship opportunities in a safe 
and nurturing environment. 

Aboriginal Fund
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders are 
six times more likely to be diagnosed with 
diabetes than the general population. Our 
Aboriginal health team engages with the 
different communities to help identify their 
needs and provides training to deliver diabetes 
education programs to encourage effective self 
management. Importantly, we also work to raise 
awareness to help prevent or delay the onset of 
diabetes in Aboriginal Australians. 

How we can help you
We understand that you may wish to know 
more about our vital work and the impact 
it has on people with diabetes when you 
are thinking about leaving a bequest to 
Diabetes WA. 

If you would like to discuss any aspect 
of making such a gift to Diabetes WA, 
members of our small, but dedicated 
fundraising team are here to help. We can 
provide information and assistance to ensure 
that making your bequest is a simple and 
rewarding experience.

You are also welcome to attend one of our 
bequest information events. 

Bequest Charter
Our bequest charter is our 
commitment to you: 
1. We will at all times respect your privacy. 

2. We understand that you must take care 
of your family and loved ones before 
considering leaving a bequest to any charity. 

3. Because we are committed to reducing 
the impact of diabetes on the community 
we will always encourage people to leave a 
bequest to Diabetes WA. We recognise and 
respect that it is your decision that you need 
to make in your own time. 

4. We would be delighted for you to inform 
us that you have left a bequest but it is not 
compulsory for you to do so. 

5. If you do decide to inform us, you’ll have the 
opportunity to choose how we talk to you in 
the future about our work. 

6. Where possible we will give you, and your 
family, options and information about how 
and where your gift will be used. 

7. We recognise that anytime in the future you 
have the right to change your mind and we 
will respect such a decision. 

8. We will endeavour to use your gift in a cost-
efficient way which will have the greatest 
impact. 

9. All gifts will be treated with integrity, 
sensitivity and respect. 

Writing Your Will 
Before you write or update an existing will, 
we recommend that you seek advice from 
your solicitor or lawyer. In addition, we ask 
that you reflect on our Bequest Charter before 
considering leaving a gift to Diabetes WA. 

There are three types of 
bequests
Residuary bequest
This is simply a gift of whatever is left of 
your estate (or a percentage thereof) after all 
your other gifts, taxes and debts have been 
fulfilled. 

Pecuniary bequest
This refers to leaving a gift of a set dollar 
amount determined by you at the time of 
drawing up or altering your will. 

Specific bequest
This is leaving a gift of an item of specific 
value such as property or art, to be passed 
to Diabetes WA to generate funds. 

If you do choose to leave a gift in your will to 
us, it is important to clearly identify Diabetes 
WA as a beneficiary and also your preferred 
Diabetes WA program: Research Fund, 
Education Fund, Children & Young Adult 
Fund, Aboriginal Fund or for general use.
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Some suggested wording for you will: 

Residuary bequest  

I give, devise and bequeath to Diabetes WA free from all duties, the following ______ 

percentage OR the remainder of my estate for its general purposes/Research Fund/ 

Education Fund /Children & Young Adult Fund /Aboriginal Fund and direct that the 

receipt of the Executive Director for the time being will be a sufficient discharge to my 

trustees. 

Pecuniary bequest 

I give, devise and bequeath to Diabetes WA free from all duties, the following 

$______ amount for its general purposes/Research Fund/ Education Fund /Children 

& Young Adult Fund /Aboriginal Fund and direct that the receipt of the Executive 

Director for the time being will be a sufficient discharge to my trustees. 

Specific bequest  

I give, devise and bequeath to Diabetes WA free from all duties, the following 

_________ item/s for its general purposes/Research Fund/ Education Fund /Children 

& Young Adult Fund /Aboriginal Fund and direct that the receipt of the Executive 

Director for the time being will be a sufficient discharge to my trustees. 

Walker Society 
“’Why Us?’ Certainly this was the question we asked 
ourselves Anzac Day, April 1965. Why should our 3 ½ year old 
boy be diagnosed a diabetic?” Ken Walker
 
Ken Walker and his wife were instrumental in establishing what is now known 
as Diabetes WA. 

Named in honour of Ken Walker, the Walker Society was established in 
2007 to acknowledge the generosity of people who have made a bequest to 
Diabetes WA. 

When you make a bequest to Diabetes WA you will be invited to become 
a member of the Walker Society. This is an honorary membership that 
acknowledges the forethought, kindness and commitment of a very special 
group of people. 



This booklet was prepared to provide 
information about bequests to help 
advance the work of Diabetes WA.  
It is not legal advice.

“ What we do for ourselves 
dies with us. What we do 
for others and the world 
remains and is immortal ”  
Albert Pine 

Thank you 
Thank you for considering leaving a bequest to Diabetes WA in your 
will. By leaving such a gift you can contribute to changing the lives 
of the many people living with, affected and impacted by diabetes. 

For more information contact  
Diabetes WA on 9436 6270
fundraising@diabeteswa.com.au  
www.diabeteswa.com.au


